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What it is: Ray-Ban smart glasses with an in-lens display + Neural Band controller. 
Why it matters: hands-free glanceable UX for AI, communications, and capture. 
This talk covers the launch story, features and pricing, real-world use, and where to 
buy in Houston.
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Agenda
01

Launch Week: The Real Story

Condensed timeline from booking to sold-out 
chaos

02

What They Are

Features, hardware specs, and pricing 
breakdown

03

Using Them Now

Apps, gestures, and buying options in 
Houston
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Launch Timeline
1 Booking

Tracked Meta Connect date; booked multiple demos at Sunglass Hut 
and Best Buy as backups

2 Store Line

Sunglass Hut opened early with line pre-opening; 10 a.m. appointment 
honored for entry

3 Purchase

No demo provided—appointment functioned as line skip for sizing and 
checkout

4 Sold Out

Units gone in ~30 minutes; later appointment slots likely missed 
inventory
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In-Store Flow & Takeaways

The Reality

Sizing: standard vs large frame; quick wristband fit 
check with no sizing explanation provided.

Staffing: approximately 4–5 staff plus one Meta 
representative; hectic, throughput-driven 
environment.

Reality check: "demo appointment" essentially equals 
purchase window; first-come rules varied by location.

Key Lessons

Book early time slots whenever possible

Arrive before store opens to secure position

Expect no real demo or walkthrough

Plan to learn features at home with tutorials

Throughput line: quick frame size, quick band fit, then pay
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What's In the Box

Display Glasses

Ray-Ban frames with color micro-display in right lens

Charging Case

Protective case with USB-C charging cable included

Meta Neural Band

sEMG wristband controller with dedicated band charger

Documentation

Cleaning cloth, quick start guide, safety and warranty materials

Everything you need is inside; setup begins with the QR code to the Meta AI mobile app.
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Hardware Overview: The Glasses

Display & Optics

Color micro-display in right lens

Glanceable interface, high brightness

12 MP camera with capture button

Capture LED for privacy signaling

Connectivity & Audio

Frame touchpad for controls

Open-ear speakers with mic array

Wi-Fi 6 and Bluetooth 5.3

Water-resistant design (IP rated)

The display sits in your right lens for quick checks—messages, navigation, AI prompts. The capture LED signals recording; touchpad and button 
still work alongside the Neural Band.
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Hardware Overview: The Neural Band

sEMG Technology

Reads muscle signals for subtle finger 
gestures—scroll, click, and navigate 
without touching the frames

Proper Fit

Wear on writing hand; line faces you; 
position just past wrist bone; snug fit 
required for accuracy

Components

Button, LED indicator, sensors, compute 
module, and reference alignment line

Wear it on your dominant hand, snug and just past the wrist bone with the line facing you. It picks up tiny muscle impulses for gesture control.
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What It Can Do Today

Messaging

Private display for WhatsApp, Messenger, Instagram messages

Navigation

Turn-by-turn walking directions (rolling out, select cities)

Translation

Live captions and real-time translation

AI Answers

Meta AI with visual context for glanceable answers

Calls

Audio controls and open-ear speaker system

Viewfinder

Camera preview with zoom; media import via app

These are the day-one use cases Meta is highlighting. Think "heads-up snippets"—quick, actionable info without pulling your phone. Audio 
features include music controls, calls, and open-ear speakers.
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The Meta Ecosystem Reality

D  Unpopular Opinion: These aren't built for consumers first

What Consumers Want (Still Missing)

�  Landscape Camera Mode: Most requested feature, never 
implemented after years

³  Third-Party Apps: SDK coming but heavily restricted

AI Choice: Locked to Llama only—no ChatGPT, Claude, or Gemini

Meta-Only Ecosystem

WhatsApp integration

Messenger connectivity

Instagram features

Facebook services

Meta AI (Llama only)

These glasses are designed to keep you in Meta's walled garden. 
Great if you're all-in on Meta apps; limiting if you're not.
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Camera, Gestures & Tutorials

Gesture Controls

Gestures via Neural Band (scroll/click) plus frame touchpad and capture 
button. Zoom uses pinch-and-twist like a dial for volume—and in Photos, 
zooms preview.

Photo & Video

Import required into Meta AI app; auto-clears from glasses on import. After 
import, media lives in your phone's library; glasses get cleared to keep space 
free.

Learning System

Tutorials: in-glasses guided lessons plus full tour in app. The app's "Full Tour" 
teaches everything you need to know.

Between band gestures and the frame, capture is fast and discreet. Setup is 
straightforward and the tutorial system ensures you learn all features.
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Price & What You Get

$799 USD
(includes glasses + Neural Band)

Two sizes (standard/large), colors at launch (Black, Sand), Transitions® lenses 
standard

U.S. availability from Sep 30, 2025 at select retailers; broader rollout 2026
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Where to Buy in Houston (Verified)
For those in Houston, these are the confirmed locations where you can purchase the Meta Ray-Ban Display glasses:

Sunglass Hut – Memorial City Mall 303 Memorial City Way Houston, TX 77024

Best Buy – Bunker Hill 9670 Old Katy Rd Houston, TX 77055

Best Buy – Sugar Land 16980 Southwest Fwy Sugar Land, TX 77479

Best Buy – The Woodlands 1550 Lake Woodlands Dr The Woodlands, TX 77380

💡 Also check for availability directly at stores.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Setup: 5-Minute Fast Start
Getting started with your Meta Ray-Ban Display is quick and intuitive, following these three essential steps:

01

Scan & Install

Locate the QR code inside your product box to 
download and install the Meta AI app from 
your iOS or Android app store.

02

Pair Devices

First, power on your glasses (hold 2s), then 
activate pairing mode (hold 3s). Pair the 
glasses, followed by your Neural Band, 
ensuring a snug fit for optimal gesture 
accuracy.

03

Take the Full Tour

Within the Meta AI app, navigate to the "Learn 
& explore" section and complete the "Full 
Tour" to master all features and functionalities.
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Your Early Experiences (Reality Check)

Messaging

Incoming notifications appear discreetly 
on your display; voice-dictate quick 
replies for seamless communication.

Photos

The viewfinder preview is a huge UX win 
compared to non-display models, and the 
pinch-twist gesture allows for intuitive 
zoom in the Photos app.

Included Mini-Game

A simple sliding-puzzle game is included, 
serving as a great showcase for gesture 
controls with its quick, engaging levels.

These initial experiences highlight the core strengths: glanceable information, improved photo capture, and intuitive gesture-based interaction.
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Roadmap & Dev Angle (For 
Builders)

Wearables Device Access Toolkit announced (Kotlin/Swift) to access camera, 
mics, and speaker from mobile apps.

⚠  Not yet: No third-party access to the display or Neural Band gestures (initial 
preview).

Apply to access developer tools; broader 2026 availability indicated.

Plan now to explore Android XR/mobile companion patterns; prepare for display 
APIs later.
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Risks, Gaps & Tips (60s Lightning)

Retail Reality

In-store demos and available stock can vary significantly by 
location and time.

Always verify inventory before making a trip to a physical 
store.

Software Flux

Features and capabilities are evolving rapidly; expect toggles 
and functionality to change post-launch.

Stay updated with the Meta AI app for the latest firmware and 
feature rollouts.

Battery & Import

Media import automatically clears content from your glasses, 
freeing up storage.

Ensure adequate phone storage and a stable Wi-Fi connection 
for efficient media transfer.

Neural Band Fit

Proper orientation and a snug fit for the Neural Band are 
crucial for accurate gesture recognition.

Experiment with placement to optimize your control 
experience.

Inventory and feature toggles are in flux post-launch. Schedule early, verify stock, and budget time for firmware updates and the media import 
flow. Pay attention to your Neural Band fit for optimal performance.
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AR's Dirty Little Secret: The Nose Bridge Problem

⚠  Why AR glasses don't work the same for everyone

The fixed nature of the display within the lens means your facial 
structure critically dictates your viewing experience.

Regular/Medium Nose Bridge

Glasses sit perfectly level.

✓ Perfect fit and entire display content is fully visible, ensuring ✓ 
perfect alignment.

High Nose Bridge

Glasses tilt upwards on the face, causing an ⚠  elevated position.

This results in the ⚠  bottom portion of the display being cut off.

Low Nose Bridge

Glasses tilt downwards on the face, leading to a ⚠  lower 
position.

Consequently, the ⚠  top portion of the display is cut off.

What You See 

Image Blue to Green line is cut off at the top or the bottom
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Head-to-Head: Current Market Leaders
My take after hands-on testing:

1 Xreal

Large virtual screen, 1080p/eye

Easier 3DoF anchoring

USB-C connectivity

✓ Edge: Productivity (Coding, work)

2 Viture

Higher brightness, 120Hz refresh rate

Electrochromic dimming

Gaming mode

✓ Edge: Media & Gaming (Away)

1 Ray-Ban Gen 2

$379 price point

Higher-grade camera (3K video, 12MP photo)

8hr battery life

✓ Edge: Events & Gatherings

2 Ray-Ban Display

$799 (incl. Neural Band)

HUD display + gestures

6hr battery life

Visual AI interface

✓ Edge: Daily Assistant

1 Meta Display

Stylish Ray-Ban frames

Full-color display, social features

Mono display (potential eye strain)

Portrait photos only

✓ Edge: Public & Media Use

2 Rokid

Longer battery life

Dual displays (less strain)

Landscape photos

Monochrome display, less stylish

✓ Edge: Home/Office All-Day

⚠️ Rokid unknown release date.
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Devices I'm Watching / Waiting For

Crowdfunded, announced, or rumored devices on my radar:

Loomos

Status: Kickstarter Ended

Pledged

Looktech

Status: Kickstarter Ended

Pledged

Rokid

Status: Campaign Ended

Nov 2025?

Samsung (Project Moohan)

Status: Oct 2025?

Apple Glasses

Status: Rumored

late 2026 / early 2027

Android XR

Status: Platform Launch

2025/2026 (Q4)
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Where To Next? (Q&A)

Questions? Let's discuss!
Next Steps

I'll update apps + SDK status week-of meetup

We'll re-check Houston stock and add any new retailers

Hands-on demo if possible
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